
 

but from a top site near the Columbia River they've coaxed a stony, fiery, light-touch Riesling (just 
9.8 percent alcohol) that easily could be channeling Germany in its nerviness. The intense mineral 
aromas, plus white peach, lime and apple are sharp and tangy, with just enough sweetness to tie it all 
together. Tremendously lively and complex.  

2007 Pacific Rim Winemakers Biodynamic Wallula Vineyard Columbia Valley Riesling 
($32) Another biodynamically grown effort from Randall Grahm, here from his Washington project, 
run with Nicolas Quille. This year they unveiled a series of single-vineyard wines. This lees-aged 
effort from a windswept site on bluffs over the Columbia River stood out for its warm mineral, white 
flowers, peach blossom and softer pear, with slightly higher alcohol (13.5 percent) and a stony, long 
ending. Grahm's Northwest Riesling bet is returning dividends. 

2006 Truchard Vineyards Carneros Napa Valley Roussanne ($20) The Truchard family 
keeps 3 acres of this white Rhone grape on volcanic soils, and though their Carneros site gets more 
attention for Chardonnay and red grapes, the Roussanne remains a standout. Pineapple, sweet citrus 
and nectar scents get a boost from a minerally kick and amply focused finish. In a year when we 
found several great examples of California Roussanne, Truchard's remained a benchmark. 

2007 Robert Foley Napa Valley Pinot Blanc ($25) You know him for his Claret and Charbono, 
but the second vintage of this white from Bob Foley was too good an example of often-
misunderstood Pinot Blanc not to include. Yountville fruit is picked on the early side for his 
"alternative beverage" to Chardonnay, which boasts rich scents of nectar, Anjou pear and a bit of 
green almond, with a clean, firm profile and sharp-eyed acidity. 

— Jon Bonné 
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