
cassis and hints of oak toast and coffee. Ripe tannins define its perfect structure. 

2005 La Sirena Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon ($150) As plush and refined as Heidi 
Peterson Barrett's Amuse Bouche wines have been lately (and as much as we want to cheer for 
Merlot), it's still hard to outpace her latest release of La Sirena, which showcases her talents with a 
pitch-perfect Cabernet vintage. Big, sweet blackberry, rolled tobacco and a bit of roasted almond 
start things off, with high, taut tones of currants, a chamomile hint and those bold, silken tannins 
that Barrett finesses to perfection. 

2004 Louis M. Martini Monte Rosso Vineyard Sonoma Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
($85) One of Sonoma's best-known vineyards, Monte Rosso - which remains a jewel for the Louis 
M. Martini winery - has long been responsible for its powerful, boldly structured Cabernet and 
Zinfandel. One of two Monte Rosso wines on this year's list, this is a high-octane (15.4 percent) 
blockbuster, packed with the vineyard's trademark cinnamon stick on the nose, plus refined oak and 
bright highlights that elevate the dark berry, plum skin and sweet pie-filling fruit. Age-worthy 
tannins are chewy but plenty generous, wrapped in all that gorgeous fruit. 

2006 Obsidian Ridge Obsidian Ridge Vineyard Red Hills Lake County Cabernet 
Sauvignon ($28) The Molnar family, which also makes oak barrels from Hungary, partnered with 
former Hanzell winemaker Michael Terrien on this project from a 2,600-foot elevation site west of 
Clear Lake named for the glassy volcanic rocks strewn about. It's raw, smoky, stony Cabernet, with 
rich cassis, black olive and dark mineral tones, tied together with fine oak notes (from the family's 
Hungarian barrels) and a plushness that makes it immediately approachable. 

2005 Pellegrini Family Vineyards Cloverdale Ranch Alexander Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon ($28) The Pellegrini family and winemaker Kevin Hamel keep showing off Alexander 
Valley's potential for refined, refreshing Cab and Merlot. Here, loamy, perfumed notes add 
complexity to ripe black cherry and cassis, with structure from fine, broad walnut-skin tannins that 
hint at more aging potential than the price might reveal. 

2005 Phifer Pavitt Date Night Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon ($75) The name and the 
cowgirl label of this Napa newcomer belie an impressively serious effort made from Pope Valley 
grapes. Defined by a gorgeous, deep nose: blackberry, violet, mint and a perfume overtone. Black 
fruit on the palate is just plain lovely - bold, pitch-perfect and ripe, with broad, finessed, seductive 
tannins. Ready to drink. 

2005 Pride Napa-Sonoma Merlot ($66) Pride's Merlot has been a point of, well, pride in the 
past. Its consistency has wavered, but with guidance from Merlot master Robert Foley the quality is 
undeniably back, with a terrific vintage to show it off. This is Merlot (and 10 percent Cabernet) with 
gumption and innate brightness. Deep cocoa, charcoal, kirsch and roasted plum get raspberry 
highlights for a thick but still vibrant profile supported by well-enrobed tannins. 

2005 Quintessa Rutherford Red Wine ($135) Agustin Huneeus' project attracts top talent: 
Winemaker Charles Thomas got a hand from consultants Aaron Pott and Michel Rolland for this 
flagship wine blend of classic Bordeaux varieties from Quintessa's biodynamic and organically 
farmed vineyards. Its beauty is evident on the complex nose: ripe plum, dusty berry, earth and dried 
fennel give way to a mouthful of concentrated dark fruit, cassis and vanilla on a ripe, subtle 
structure.  

2005 Robert Mondavi Winery Napa Valley Merlot ($23) It was heartening to find this gem 
amid the extensive Mondavi portfolio, especially since Robert Mondavi's passing this year left many 
wondering about the quality of wines that continue to bear his name. Director of winemaking 
Genevieve Janssens is doing her best to maintain the legacy. Deep, thick fruit defines this release, 
with coffee extract on the nose, well-modulated tannic grip and a camphor hint to finish. Pleasing 
and distinctive. 

2005 Robert Sinskey Vineyards Los Carneros Napa Valley Merlot ($28) Perhaps less well 
known than their other wines, the Sinskey family's Merlot remains a total find. Fruit comes from 
their biodynamically farmed parcels in the Carneros area, and the cooler sites yield impeccable 
aromas: black tea, dried roots, spicy paprika and cherry, with lovely red fruit and a bit of ropy plum, 
all tied together with an elegant texture and just the right amount of oak.  

2005 Round Pond Estate Rutherford Cabernet Sauvignon ($60) The MacDonnell family, 
with help from winemaker Cary Gott, continue their record of outstanding Cabernet for the money. 
The profile is darker than many - coffee, charred tobacco, deep roasted plum and blackberry, lifted 
by a core minerality and seamless definition. Chewy, dense and almost brawling in its Rutherford 
roots, but still refined. 

2005 Sbragia Family Vineyards Monte Rosso Vineyard Sonoma Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon ($50) Monte Rosso's red soils are at play again here, with the skilled hands of Ed 
Sbragia coaxing more delicacy out of this rough-and-tumble terroir. Lavender, dried herbs and 
perfumed blackberry dominate, with just a touch of oak that lends more structure than flavor. No 
shortage of deep black fruit and allspice, but with an innate brightness and focus that shows how well 
Sbragia's talents are matched with a fantastic vineyard. 

2005 Spottswoode St. Helena Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon ($130) Little could be 
better than the ageless Spottswoode in a fine vintage like 2005. A flawless, powerful wine guided by 
the talents of Rosemary Cakebread with help from Spottswoode's current winemaker, Jennifer 
Williams. Filled with scents of graphite and toast, with deep plum and cassis, and that mix of beefy 
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